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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 
Application of Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company for Approval of 2013-2014 Energy 
Efficiency Programs and Budget (U39M).   
 

 
Application 12-07-001 

(Filed July 2, 2012) 

 
And Related Matters. 

Application 12-07-002 
Application 12-07-003 
Application 12-07-004 

 
 
 

REVISED ASSIGNED COMMISSIONER AND ADMINISTRATIVE  
LAW JUDGE’S RULING RE CALIFORNIA ALTERNATIVE ENERGY 
AND ADVANCED TRANSPORTATION FINANCING AUTHORITY’S 

PROPOSED MODIFICATION TO DECISION 13-09-044  
(ENERGY EFFICIENCY FINANCING PILOTS) 

 
 

To reach the State’s energy savings goals we need to reduce barriers to 

participation in Energy Efficiency (EE) programs.  This is particularly true in 

hard-to-reach market segments such as building retrofits.  One promising avenue 

that we have recently explored is leveraging ratepayer funds for additional 

private sector investment.  In Decision (D.) 13-09-044 we approved a suite of  

EE Financing Pilot programs (finance pilots).  These programs use ratepayer 

funds to incentivize financial institutions to lend money for efficiency 

investments. 
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As part of the implementation of the financing pilots, D.13-09-044 

established an “administrative hub”:  the California Hub for Energy Efficiency 

Financing (CHEEF).1  The CHEEF’s role is to coordinate among various market 

participants, manage funds and data, and “increase the flow of private capital to 

energy efficiency projects” by offering a standardized open market.2   

In D.13-09-044 we asked the California Alternative Energy and Advanced 

Transportation Financing Authority (CAEATFA) to be the CHEEF.  CAEATFA 

was willing to take on that role. 

While the Commission approved the Decision setting the pilot design and 

budget allocation in September of 2013, CAEATFA only obtained Legislative 

budget authority to act as CHEEF last July.  The investor owned-utilities (IOUs) 

that the Decision ordered to fund the CHEEF operations could not provide 

CAEATFA with funds until last September, when the IOUs executed contracts 

with CAEATFA.  Only then was CAEATFA able to begin hiring staff, contracting 

with a master servicer and trustee bank to create the CHEEF.   

This January, CAEATFA’s board approved contracts with: 

 U.S. Bank Global Trustee Services (as trustee bank for the 
CHEEF); and   
 

 Concord Serving Corp. (as master servicer for the 
CHEEF).3 
 

                                              
1  D.13-09-044 at 65. 

2  D.13-09-044 at 3. 

3  Both contracts require approval by other state agencies.  Approval is pending. 
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In addition, CAEATFA’s board approved emergency regulations for the 

Residential Energy Efficiency Loan (REEL) Assistance Program (single family 

loan loss reserve pilot)4 on February 17, 2015.  The Office of Administrative Law 

(OAL) notified CAEATFA on March 9, 2015 that OAL had approved the 

emergency regulations.  

On March 9, 2015, CAEATFA sent the attached letter (March 9 letter) to the 

Commission’s Energy Division Director.  In the March 9 letter, CAEATFA asks 

for a variety of “modifications to [D.13-09-044] that would help support the 

success of the [finance pilots].” 

Ordinarily the vehicle by which one would seek to modify a Commission 

Decision is a Petition for Modification pursuant to Commission Rule of Practice 

and Procedure 16.4.  With respect to sister agencies such as CAEATFA, however, 

we have accepted alternative methods of requesting modifications.5  The March 9 

letter largely6 conforms to Rule 16.4’s requirements.  Accordingly,  

                                              
4  CAEATFA held several public meetings to gather stakeholder input on program design.  

In October 2014, CAEATFA held three regional lender and contractor roundtables to discuss the 
preliminary structure of the REEL Assistance Program.   

In December 2014, after incorporating public input, CAEATFA held a workshop on the 
proposed emergency regulations for the REEL Assistance program.  CAEATFA released a 
second draft of the proposed regulations for additional public comment on January 20, 2015.  

5  See, e.g., Decision 04-10-020 at 5:  “On April 17, 2003, DWR submitted a memorandum 
requesting that the Commission consider two modifications to D.03-04-029 and the Operating 
Agreements.  Procedurally, DWR’s April 17, 2003, memorandum will be treated as a Petition for 
Modification of D.03-04-029.” 

6 The one caveat is that the March 9 letter does not contain “specific wording to carry out all 
requested modifications to the decision,” (emphasis added) as required by Rule 16.4.  
Nonetheless, what CAEATFA wants appears sufficiently clear to allow parties to respond to it 
 

Footnote continued on next page 
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IT IS RULED that: 

1. We will treat the March 9 letter as a Petition for Modification.   

2. Responses to the March 9 letter must be filed by Friday, April 3, 2015.  

Responses must be served on the California Alternative Energy and Advanced 

Transportation Financing Authority and on all parties to the  

service list in these consolidated proceedings. 

3. The California Alternative Energy and Advanced Transportation 

Financing Authority (CAEATFA) may reply to responses to the March 9 letter.  

CAEATFA’s reply (if any) must be served7 by Friday, April 10, 2015.  

Dated March 13, 2015, at San Francisco, California. 

 
 
 

/s/  CARLA J. PETERMAN  /s/  TODD O. EDMISTER 
Carla J. Peterman 

Assigned Commissioner 
 Todd O. Edmister 

Administrative Law Judge 
 

                                                                                                                                                  
as-is.  If parties are unclear on what modifications to D.13-09-044 would flow from our adoption 
of CAEATFA’s recommendations, then parties should discuss in their responses. 

7  We are only requiring that CAEATFA serve its reply on the electronic service list in 
proceedings Application 12-07-001 et al.  CAEATFA is not a party to these consolidated 
proceedings, and we are not requiring CAEATFA to become a party or to file its reply.  We will 
place CAEATFA’s reply, if any, in the correspondence file. 
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